
Information about Kate Chopin’s stories: 

“The Story of An Hour” 

Late 19th Century – 1894.   

Louise Mallard, Brently Mallard, Josephine, Richards.   

Irony/foreshadowing 

Is there evidence that Brently is abusive?  Controlling?  

Can she be both grief stricken and relieved to hear of her husband’s death? 

Why does she have to die?   

 

“Desiree’s Baby” 

Desiree, Madame Valmonde, Monsieur Valmonde, Armand Aubigny,  

Zandrine – nurse 

L’Abri – their home 

Quadroon – mulatto and white (1/4 black) 

Did Armand ever love her? 

Before they married he said he didn’t care about her origin.   

Why doesn’t she go home to her mother?  What does this say about her role as a woman and her 
place in society?   

Will Armand ever admit to anyone – even himself – that he caused their deaths?   

 

“At the Cadian Ball” 

A story about class differences 

Acadians – descendants of 17th Century French Colonists who settled in Acadia (now Nova 
Scotia, Canada).  During the Great Expulsion of 1755, 11,000 Acadians were deported by British 
Colonial officers and New England Militia.  Many settled in Louisiana and became known as 
Cajuns.   



Creole – Mixed race descended from settlers in colonial French Louisiana (French or Spanish 
background) 

Bobinot 

Calixta – Spanish Creole 

Alcee  

Clarisse 

Cyclone wiped out 900 acres of Alcee’s rice.  He wanted an affair with Calixta to ease the pain 
of the loss, but his cousin Clarisse comes to get him and he promptly forgets about Calixta.   

Calixta settles for Bobinot – tells him she’ll marry him but won’t even kiss him. 

 

“The Storm” 

Written six years after “At the Cadian Ball” 

Written in 1898 but not published until 1969.  She never tried to publish it. 

Alcee has married Clarisse and Calixta has married Bobinot.  Both have had children.  Bobinot 
and Bibi get caught at the store during a storm.  Alcee ends up at Calixta’s to take shelter.  Their 
passion is renewed and they have a passionate affair.  Neither has remorse, but it changes 
Calixta.  Before the affair she was an overbearing, resentful wife (sewing furiously)—Bobinot 
and Bibi are both scared of her.  But after the affair, when they are prepared for the worst coming 
home to an over scrupulous housewife, she is genuinely glad to see them.  She has gotten Alcee 
out of her system finally, and can now refocus on her marriage.  Alcee wants to continue the 
affair—but now Calixta is in control.  Alcee writes to his wife and tells her she can stay away if 
she is enjoying herself, and she is happy to do so.  The storm passes and everyone is happy.  The 
affair actually strengthens Calixta’s marriage.  It is a cleansing experience. 

Do we judge her?  Are we supposed to?  Neither men nor women are closed by marriage. 

 

 

	


